Our Precious Water Resource A: Natural vs. Urban Water Cycle Diagram

The Natural Water Cycle:

Water is constantly
on the move on our
planet.
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When human
populations were
small, fresh water
was easily
accessible, and
rarely polluted.

Surface Runoff

Groundwater flow

The Urban Water Cycle: When we began to build cities we interrupted the water
cycle.

How have we changed
the Natural Water
Cycle?

Solar Energy

1. We capture water

Q in reservoirs
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2. We direct storm
Evaporation water

3. We create waste
water and
pollution

Groundwater flow

We also remove
trees and plants for
agriculture and
industry
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Source: Earth’s Freshwater — A Guide to Teaching Freshwater in Grades 3 to 8 Comparison of Water Cycles Diagram, from The Environment Literacy Teacher Guide Series.



